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yBB IN MANITOBA. IN BRITISH COLUMBIA. BB
The photofraph at tbe left i of the ocw borne of J. Martinson, a veteran, at Douglas, Man. At the right is shown the clearing of Mr. Mary Annie Dunham
widow of Private W. B. Dunham, of the 90th Battalion, who has taken up a farm of five acres at Cobble Hill. V. I. Her husband was killed in action inFranoc. A report of the supervisor of her operations states that she likes the work, and he considers that she will be a succcaa. Her father is helping herwith the farm operationa. She received a loan of $5,000 453.200 of which waa on the land and $900 ou buildioga and $900 for atock and equipment). The buildinaaand improvements which she has effected on her ranch are worth $2,910.

Settling Canadian Veterans on the Land
acres with these provisos : That the land should be sold
at the price acquired; that the soldier settler should al-
ways advance a minimum ! 1 per cert of the pur-ch- a

se price and that the balance owed bv him in each
cae should never exceed $4,500. I his balance is re-
payable to the government under the amortization plan
in twenty-fiv- e annual installments with interest at five
per cent. In addition the board is authorized to lend
the soldier settler $2,000 for the purchase of stock and
implements, which is repayable in six installments after
the end of the second year; no interest, however, is
required on this loan for the rirt two years.

If the settler, on acquiring his farm, makes genuine
improvements, he is entitled to a further advance up
.to $1,000 according to the value of the improvements,
and this advance is repayable on the bame terms as the
loan for purchase. If he has managed to secure a free
government homestead, which in some places have
been drawn for by lot, he can get a loan up to $3,000.
If he possesses a farm of his own, he can secure $3,500
to pay off prior encumbrances and the same supple-
mentary advances as the settler who has to buy a
farm, but the total sum advanced in such a case must
not exceed $5,000.

The government has been able to secure many extra
homesteads for the soldiers by arrangements with
Indian tribes. Many of the latter have been occupying
large areas of fertile land which they made little at-
tempt to cultivate and were willing to dispose of part
of their holdings to the government for a cash pay-
ment which was funded for their benefit.

For the administration of the act the board has

effort of a young war widow to establish herself
farm in distant Vancouver Island.

on a

On the 21st of June, 1920, the last date for which
accurate figures are available. 54,303 returned soldiershad applied for the privileges of the act and 39 456
had been granted qualification certificates. The loandepartment of the board had up to Julv 10 approved
advances totaling $73,109,343.

The agricultural branch of the board has many
other duties besides the appraisal of applicants. It
functions in close with the federal and
provincial departments of agriculture and is responsible
not only for training prospective settlers in farming
methods whenever necessary but in providing expert
guidance to them once they are located on farms. Ap-
plicants who have not sufficient agricultural knowledge
are placed with desirable farmers in the districts where
they intend to locate. For others courses in the e-
ssentials of farming are provided at different training
centers. While men are attending these training
schools they receive allowances for the support ot de-
pendents amounting in most cases to $60 a month.

But once the soldier settler is fully trained and pro-
vided with a suitable farm he is not forsaken by the
board. It maintains a staff of experts to give him
paternal guidance during his early struggles. It will
furnish him with plans for his buildings tree of charge
and has made arrangements whereby machinery, im-

plements, saddlery and other equipment can be sup-
plied to him at prices below the ordinary rates through
large quantity purchases made direct from the man-
ufacturer. Expert advice is furnished in regard to the
purchase of live stock and cropping operations. Su-
bsequently one of the board's experts makes an effort
to visit the settler at least twice in a season and help
him in every possible way. Last winter, for instance,

when the farmers of Alberta suffered heavy losses

history of soldier settlement in Canada goes
THE to the very beginnings of the Dominion and

policy which the Federal Government is carry-
ing out tor the veterans of the late war has tru- - back-
ing of tradition behind it. In 1665 when the infant
French colony of C anada was being hard pressed by the
Iroquois and other Indian tribes, Jean Talon, the
ablest attendant or governor that Canada ever knew
under the French regime, obtained from France the
assistance of the fam ui regiment of Carignan Salieres.
Their trained valor and experience soon reduced the
Indians to a chastened frame of mind and the French
king planned to recall them. But Talon wanted the
defene of the colony put on a stable basis and in-

duced his master to allow as many of the regiment as
cared to remain in the colony to do so and receive
hberal grants of land. Out of a total strength of
about 1,000, twenty-fiv- e officers and 400 men decided
to stay in the colony. Talon settled them at the most
vital spot in the colony's defenses, where the Richelieu
River flows into the St. Lawfnce. It was down the
Richel tCU that both Xew Englanders and Indians were
WOflt to come on their forays. The officers were given
valuable seigneuries and the rank and file obtained
sub-gran- ts from them at nominal rents. Each officer and
man was given a year's pay and rations.

One difficulty was the absence of women folk but
Talon managed to secure free passages for several
hundred young Frenchwomen and many of these mar-
ried Carignan settlers. It was a great advertisement
for the colony when France learned that half the crack
Carignan regiment had settled in the New World. Some
of the settlers tired of pioneering but the great ma-
jority stayed and prospered and some of the most
notable families in Quebec are proud today to trace
their descent to some Carignan settler. When Wolfe
conquered Canada from the French in 1759, such of
his army as were entitled to their discharge were owing to lack of feed for their horses and cattle,

thc Soldier Settlement Board was able to pro-

tect its wards from any serious disasters to

onerea generous grants ot land and many availed
themselves of the offer. Almost the whole of
one Highland regiment settled in Quebec, but
as they married French wives they became ab-
sorbed in the French population and the only

tneir stock. 1 he administration of the work
is carried on in a very liberal spirit and while
thc soldiers are kept strictly to their oblig-
ations and slackers and incompetents receive

short shrift, every chance is given to each

man to make good. There are caes where
adjustments are necessary from causes be- -
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trace left ot them is the prevalence of Scotch
names in certain districts where only French
is spoken. After the War of American In-
dependence when the United Empire loyal-
ists began their exodus into Canada, the Brit-
ish Government set 00 a svstematic scheme

rccufrin disabilities from old wounds and
in such instances the board will relieve such

an unfortunate of his obligations and transfer
his holding to another. It also has power to

of land settlement and all the loyalists who
had served in the war received special grants
of land according to their rank. Practically
the whole of the famous county of Glengarry in

cancel the rights of any settler who does not
annlv himcnU auMt 41mmi .. ic iin- -

Ontario was settled by veterans of regiments re-
cruited for King George Along Highland emigrants
formerly located in Xew York and other states. Later
on, after Waterloo, the British Government encouraged
the settlement of veterans of the Napoleonic wars in
Canada and a large portion of the county of Ianark
lying south of Ottawa was colonized by soldiers of that
epoch.

After the South African War every soldier who
had served in the various Canadian contingents was
given government scrip entitling him to take up 320
acres of homestead land. But in the intervening years
up to the Great War practically all the crown land
which was of decent quality and had reasonable access
to railways had been taken up and even if the avail-
able homesteads had brn attractive, their number was
obv iously insufficient to go round. So an alternative
policy had to be devised.

The government began by reserving for veterans
all available crown lands and offering loans to soldiers
who had left their farms for military service and were
ready to return to them. After careful investigation
there was passed in 1019 a Soldier Settlement Act which
confirmed and amplified an order-in-eounc- il of the
cabinet enacted earlier in the year. The act set up a
body of three commissioners called the Soldier Settle-
ment Board which now operates under the supervision
of the Minister of the Interior.

This board was empowered to acquire in any prov-
ince privately owned lands and sell to any returned
soldier who had certain necessary qualifications for
success as a farmer a not greater acreage than 320

willing to accept advice. But the percentage of fai-

lures so far discovered has been extremely small.

Nor are the women folk of the veterans neglected. The
home branch of the board is very active in promoting
courses of instruction for the female dependents of

settlers and thereby improving the amenities of farm
lite. It happens that many Canadian soldiers brought
back with them from the Old Country young English
or Scotch brides who were new to the conditions pre-

vailing on a Canadian farm. They needed guidance
and encouragement, especially during their first win-

ter, and capable women supervisors employed by the

board arranged many courses of instruction in towns

near Which large groups of soldier settlers were lo-

cated. At these stations instruction was given m an

household subjects, cooking, preserving, nursing, ana

so on, and knowledge of the best methods of dealing

with local problems was imparted. While they were

attending these courses thc soldiers' helpmates were

shown every hospitality by the local women s organ-

ization and made to feel that they were in a fr,nJ";
land. When they returned to their farms the home

branch of the board kept in touch with them ana

furnished them with bulletins on poultry raising.
ing and kindred subjects. Many a young British Dn
has cause to bless the Soldiers Settlement Board wm

making easier her path in her pioneer years in La"
and also the real community spirit which has dc
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Leonard R. McCabe loadiof oats on his farm atAmaranth, near Oranleville. Dufferm Co.. Ontario.Me purchased this farm, with good stock aod imple-ments, through the Soldier Settlement Board. McCabecarries 'brapnel in his back. Desp.te this he is in goodshape and is able to do a heavy day's work.

brought into being a thorough organization with officesm every province most of the officials being returnedsoldiers. It has also secured the assistance of a num-ber of special boards whose function it is to reportupon the value of farms offered for purchase and fixthe amount of advances to the soldier settlers Ex-perienced real estate men and managers of mortgagecompan.es serve on these boards for their expensesand scrupulous care is exercised against fraudXlTT' SmC Cascs oi fraud have cr"pt
at present prosecuting with the ut- -

t fkor some persons in Manitoba who conspired toetraud it. In rath province there is aho
lZcZ of uaLU a CarcfuI 5fottioE of the

applicant for making a suc-ce- tlof farming It he fails to pass their scrutiny hecannot receive the benefits of the act
an imrrlCtilaSt "T 2 !,onsc of Commons passed
a t

r which gave the bmefit, of theTo3 t0 thc Tves "f leasedL7 s it classes arc takingitt one of the illu.trations annexed shows the pfucky
and their families till they were well established an

ICtassssW1conscious of their own strength


